Primrose Line 

There are proposals for the 
reopening of the Brent- 
Kingsbridge line, and its operation 
as a preserved railway. A new 
station site would have to be 
sought at Kingsbridge, in view of 
development in the town 


Rutland Railway Museum 
Anew arrival, on permanent loan 
from National Smokeless Fuels 
Ltd, is Rolls-Royce/Sentinel 0-4-0 
diesel hydraulic Beity, Works 
No 10201 of 1964. It was supplied 
as one of a batch of 13 to 
Oxfordshire Ironstone Co Ltd, 
near Banbury and was latterly at 
Derwenthaugh Coking Plant 
Betty is to be restored to its former 
Ironstone maroon livery 

The Museum (at Ashwell Road, 
Cottesmore, near Oakham) is 
open every weekend 11.00-17.00, 
with a Diesel Enthusiasts” Day on 
5 July and a Steam Day on 6 July. 
Subsequent Steam Days are 9/10/ 
24/25 August, 28 September, with 
a Diesel Enthusiasts’ Day on 
27 September and the Summer 
Steam Weekend, 9/10 August 


Severn Valley Railway 
Poor weather is blamed for a 7% 
shortfall against budget for ticket 
sales in the first part of the season. 
As usual, the SVR will see 
visiting locomotives this year, 
including Didcot’s No 5051 
Drysliwyn Castle and 6998 Burton 
Agnes Hall, as stars in the Summer 
Steam Gala on 21/22 June and 
Tyseley’s ‘Jubilee’ No 5593 
Kolhapur which will be on the 
railway for the Autumn 
Enthusiasts’ Weekend on 20/ 
21 September. In exchange for 
Kolhapur, SVR-based Hunslet 
0-6-0T The Lady Armaghdale will 
be at Tyseley in the early summer. 


South Tynedale Railway 
A special train was operated on 
1 May, to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the closure of the 
Alston branch by BR. Planning 
permission has been obtained 
recently for extension of the line 
over a further three miles from 
Gilderdale to Slaggyford. 


Scottish RPS and Bo'ness 
and Kinneil Railway 
During the Edinburgh Festival this 
year, the Bo’ness & Kinncil 
Railway will operate every day 
16-31 August inclusive, from 

12 noon-16.30. 

The SRPS is expanding its fleet 
of passenger vehicles registered 
for main line running, the latest 
being TSOs Nos 4215/4529, to be 
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vehicle, 4466 
Talyllyn Railway 


Locomotive No | Talyilyn is 
unlikely to be returned to traffic 
before the autumn, following its 
extensive rebuilding. Work on 
preparing the locomotive stud for 
the new season's peak duties has 
delayed No 1’s completion. Van 
No 7is being rebuilt as a general 
purpose vehicle, and one able to 
convey disabled passengers in 
wheelchairs. 


Bradley Manor 
restoration report 
At Bewdley, although refitting the 
wheels and reconstruction of the 
motion of No 7802 have been 
prevented by delays in completing 
outstanding work on the horns, 
nevertheless many of the smaller 
but significant jobs are being 
tackled. The cab shell is now 
complete with a refurbished roof 
and new spectacle plate, while the 
cab floor has been completely 
rebuilt with new timber. The 
sanding gear has received an 
overhaul with new pins and bushes 
and is ready to be relocated once 
the wheels are refitted. Much 
work has been concentrated on 
the original brake cylinder, with 
polishing of the bore to remove 
the corrosion of the ‘Barry’ years. 
A new stuffing box and gland for 
the bottom cover have been 
completed and, at the expense of 
over £250, a brake piston and rod 
have been newly manufactured, 
At Bridgnorth, Bradley Manor's 
boiler is upright again having been 


Welsh Industrial and 
Maritime Museum 

The Museum, based in Cardiff, 
has opened a new Railway Gallery 
in the former Bute Road station 
building. The gallery deals 
primarily with the history of 
railways in Wales, and contains a 
wide collection of photographs, 
plans, documents, models, 
paintings, ete. The station building 
belongs to the Butetown Historic 
Railway Society, the Museum 
leasing the ground floor, Initially, 


welding repairs. The fitting of 
riveted copper side-stays is well 
advanced throughout the firebox, 
except on the throatplate and 
doorplate which will retain their 
steel stays, 

A firebox is totally dependent 
upon the support given by the 
stays separating the inner and 
outer firebox plates. The stays 
themselves are liable to fracture 
due to the effect of steam pressure 
and strains arising from the 
difference of expansion between 
the inner and outer plates. Once a 
stay becomes fatigued, the 
subsequent excessive load on the 
surrounding stays may result ina 
‘knock-on’ effect. The standard 
practice is to use mild low carbon 
steel stays of 0.56in diameter. 
‘These are turned down between 
the threaded ends to aid flexibility 
and so prevent the adherence of 
scale in the water space. On the 
inside of the inner firebox, the 
stays are secured by nuts —to 
prevent damage to stay ends — 
and are themselves easy to 
replace. On the outside, the stays 
are caulked. Steel stays are 
replaced by 0.062 larger stays up 
to.a maximum of 0.69in diameter. 
Once this maximum size is 


the Museum will be open on 
Saturdays, 10 00-17 00, Sundays. 
14.30-17.00, but during August, 

on Tuesdays-Fridays, 10.00-17.00 


West Somerset Railway 
Bagnall 0-6-OST 2994 Vulcan has 
been sold for use on the preserved 
railway operation being set up on 
part of the former NCB 
Backworth system on Tyneside 
This line is also to use three BR 
Mk | non-cornidor vehicles 
purchased from the Bluebell 
Railway, 


reached, further replacement, as 1s 
now taking place on Bradley 
Manor, is by drilled copper 0.75in 
diameter stays which are 
considerably longer-lasting and 
are riveted over at both ends. In 
addition to the firebox work, 12 
new superheater elements are 
being made and machining of a 
new safety valve has been 
completed. The EMF would like 
to remind readers tht £5 shares are 
still available in the Fund’s two 
‘Manors’; details from 

Mr P. Hammond, ‘Hilsdon’, Silver 
Street, Chalford Hill, Stroud, 
Glos. 

This is one of the regular 
reports (the last was in the May 
issue, page 271) on the restoration 
of ‘Manor’ 4-6-0 No 7802 Bradley 
Manor by its owners, the Erlestoke 
Manor Fund. The locomotive is 
being restored at Bewdley (and 
elsewhere!) on the Severn Valley 
Railway. 


Below: 

Bradley Manor's life-expired 
moved from the 
the holes exceed 


an acceptable diameter and in 
fact two-thirds of the 
circumference contains a 
BR-welded crack. S. V. Blencowe 


